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July 31, 2007

U.S. Senator

United States Senate

Washington, DC

Dear Colleague:


I believe it is possible to enact comprehensive immigration reform in this Congress, perhaps even in this calendar year, if we make two significant changes in the bill we recently had on the floor.


First, a new bill should eliminate the automatic path to citizenship for the approximately 12 million undocumented immigrants.  Instead, we should just eliminate the fugitive status for the 12 million so that they would not be fearful every time they see a policeman, be protected from unscrupulous employers who threaten to turn them in if they don’t do the employer’s bidding, and be free to do things like rent apartments in cities which now preclude that.  From soundings I have taken from many senators, that should take the teeth out of the amnesty argument, which was the principal reason for the defeat of the last bill.


Second, we should not tamper with the current provisions on family unity with the elaborate point system which was insufficiently thought through.  If that is to be ultimately accomplished, we need hearings and a more thoughtful approach.


Third, although not indispensable, I believe we should provide more green cards to assist the hi-tech community.


The enclosed draft bill covers these three changes and also includes the guest worker program, the increased border security and enhanced employer verification in the last bill.


Because it will be easier to get real border security if we deal with the 12 million undocumented immigrants, I think this proposal presents an alternate and plausible path to achieve comprehensive immigration reform now.


I have discussed this proposal with the senators who were part of the core negotiating group and with the relevant interest groups and have received a generally favorable response and, in many cases, an enthusiastic response.  Similarly, in discussing the proposed bill with the dissenters, I have heard no strenuous adverse response so I believe it is worthy of a repeat effort.  Although the defeat of the bill on the Senate floor was a major disappointment, I think that we proponents of comprehensive immigration reform have significant momentum and these changes, perhaps supplemented by other modifications, could put us over the top.







Sincerely,







Arlen Specter
